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In Afghanistan, the nine-year long Soviet-Afghan War is just about to come to an end. The Soviet Union is 
falling apart, and the Soviet troops are retiring. 
  
The 108th Motor Division (a unit of the Soviet Ground Forces) is deployed in Charikarskaya Zelenka - a 
dense forest area that stretches for tens of kilometres. While crossing the area to join the road leading to 
Uzbekistan, the troops are likely to suffer serious losses. This dangerous territory is controlled by a group 
of mujahideens headed by a Tajik: Hoshem “The Engineer”. 
 
The intelligence unit is trying to call a truce with Hoshem, but they cannot find any way to reach him. 
Meanwhile, a soldier of the division is kidnapped by the locals because he promised that for one million 
Afghani he will sell the automatic grenade to the locals, but he fails. 

According to rumours, Abdusalamov is being kept by people close to Hoshem “the Engineer”. The head of 
the military intelligence unit, Colonel Dmitrich, sees the kidnapping as an opportunity to establish contact 
with Hoshem. 

After difficult and dangerous negotiations, he manages to return the captive and negotiate with the 
mujahid. He agrees to let the division pass to Salang, but asks for two hostages, as a guarantee that the 
army will comply with the terms of the truce. 
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